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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463 '
JUL 3 2007
Gary J. Russo, Esquire
Perret Doise
600 Jefferson Street
Suite 1200
Lafayette, LA 70501
RE: MUR 5652
Sammy Joe Russo

Dear Mr. Russo:

On June 20, 2007, the Federal Election Commission (*“Commission™) accepted the
signed conciliation agreement submitted on your client’s behalf in settlement of a
violation of 2 U.S.C. § 441a(a)(1X(A), a provision of the Federal Election Campaign Act
of 1971, as amended. In addition, information obtained during conciliation indicates that
Mr. Russo made contributions in the names of four other individuals by check dated
November 8, 2002. The Commission admonishes Sammy Joe Russo that making
contributions in the name of another is a violation of 2 U.S.C. § 441f. See 11 C.F.R.
§§ 104.8(c) and 110.1(k). Your client should take steps to ensure that this activity does
not occur in the future. The file has been closed in this matter as it pertains to your client
Sammy Joe Russo.

The Commission reminds you that the confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C.
§ 437g(a)(12)(A) still apply, and that this matter is still open with respect to other
respondents. The Commission will notify you when the entire file has been closed.

Enclosed you will find a copy of the fully executed conciliation agreement for
your files. Please note that the civil penalty is due within 30 days of the effective date of
the conciliation agreement.
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Gary J. Russo, Esquire
Page 2

If you bave any questions, please contact Cynthia Tompkins or me at (202) 694-

1650.
Sincerely,
Kamau Philbert “‘7 a
Attommey £
Enclosure
Conciliation Agreement
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
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pursuant to information sscertained in the normal courss of carrying out its supervisory
responsibilities. The Commission found reason to believe that Sameiy Joe Russo
(“Respondent™) violated 2 U.S.C. § 441a(s)(1XA), & provision of the Feders] Election Campaign
Act of 1971, as amended (“the Act”).!

NOW THEREFORE, the Commission and Respondent, having participated in infhrmal
methods of conciliation, prior to a finding of probable causs to believe, do hereby agree as
follows:

L The Commission has jurisdiction over Respondent and the subject matter of this

In the Matter of )
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procesding, and this agreement has the effect of an agreement entered pursuant o 2 U.S.C.
§ 437e(a)(4)(AX).

IL Respondent has had a ressonable opportunity to demonstrate that no action should
be taken in this matter.

IL Respondent enters voluntarily into this agreement with the Coromission.

IV.  The pertinent facts in this matter sre as follows:

! The ficts relevant to this msticr occurzed both prior 0 and after the effective date of the Campaign
Reform Act of 2002 ("BCRA”), Pub, L. 107-155, 116 Seat. §3 (2002). Accordingly, the activity prior to BCRA is
sbject to the provisions 6f the Act as it existed az that time and the activity after BCRA is subject to the Actas
axtended by BCRA. Howeves, the statasory provisions and Commission regulations at issus wers not amended by
BCRA in a manner refevant 10 the activity in this watter.
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Concilistion Agresment

1. Terrell for Senste (“the Coxmmittes™) is & political cammittes within the meaning of
2U.S.C. § 431(4) and is the principal campaign cormittee for Suzanne Haik Terrell.

2. Suzmne Hajk Tesrell was a candidate in thyee elections during 2002: a primary
election held on August 23, 2002, a general election held on November S, 2002, and a runoff
election held on December 7, 2002.

3. A contribution is a gift, subscription, loau, advance, deposit of money, or suything of
value made by a person for the purpose of infinencing auy election for federal office. 2 U.S.C.
§ 431(3)(A). A person i prokibited frum making contributions to any eandidate and kis or her
suthorized political cammittees with respect to any alection for federal office, which, in the
aggrogate, exceed $1,000.% 2 US.C. § 441a(a)1XA)

4, A contribution designated in writing for a particular election, but made after that
election, shall be made cnly to the extent that the cantribution does not exceed net debts
outstanding from such election. 11 CFR. § 110.1®)3)(D-

5. Respondent contributed an aggregats amount of $15,000 to the Committee during the
2002 election cycle. On September 11, 2002, Respondent comtributed $5,000 to the Committee,
$3,000 of which exceeded the Act’s confribution limits because the Conmnittee did not have net
debts outstanding for the primary election and Respondent’s contribution excoeded the smount
neoded to retire the net debts outstanding for tho general election. On November 8, 2002,
Respandent contributed 5,000 10 the Commitsee, all of which exceeded the Act's coutribution
limite On November 25, 2002, Respondent contributed $5,000 to the Committee, all of which
exceeded the Act's contribution Limits.

1 mwmmuu&mmuummuumn
contribotions mads befare Jeustuary 1, 2003
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Sammy Joe Russo
Conciliation Agresment

V.  Respondent made $13,000 in contributions to the Committes that exceeded the
Act's contribution limits in viclstion of 2 U.S.C. § 4413(a)(1)(A). Respondent contends that he
made his contributions based on instructions from the Committee, and that he relied cn the
Committes to inform him if his contributions were unlawfil. Respondent will cease and desist
from any farther violations of 2US.C. § 441a(a)(1XA)-

VI  Respondent will pay a civil penalty to the Federal Blection Commission in the
amount of Five Thoussnd Dollars ($5,000), pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(S)(A)-

VIL The Cormnission, on request of anyons filing a complaint under 2 US.C.

§ 437g(a)(1) concerning the matters at issuc herein or on its owa motion, may review compliance
with this agreement. If the Commission belicves that this agreement or any refuirement thereof
has been violated, it may initiate & civil action for relief in the U.S. District Court for the District
of Columbia.

VIIL. This agreement shall become effective ag of the date that all paxties thereto have
executed same and the Commission has approved the eutire agreement.

IX.  Respondent shall have no more than 30 days from the dats this agreement
becomes effective to comply with and implement the requirements contained in this agreement
and to so notify the Commission.
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Sy Joe Riusso
Concllinion Agresmen:

X.  This Concilistion Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the partiey
on the matters raisad herein, and no other statement, promise, or agreement, either written or
oral, made by elther party or by agents of either party, that is not contained in this wiitten
agreement shall be enforceable.

FOR THE COMMISSION:

Thomasenia P. Duncan
Acting General Counsel




